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Fire Chiefs Role in Response to EV Incidents



Before we begin 
Audio is being broadcast using VoIP technology through your computer 
speakers or headset. Please make sure your speakers or headset are 
turned on and the volume is turned up. Audience microphones have been 
muted.

If you experience technical difficulties, please contact IAFC Support at: 
webinars@iafc.org or via the chat function.



Chat, Q&A and Handouts
In the upper right corner of your screen, you will find the Chat and Q&A 
menus. You are encouraged share comments and submit questions for the 
speakers. 

If the presenters have provided resource materials or links, you will find 
them in the Handouts section.
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Fire Chief
City of Burnsville (MN)



Presenter
Michael O’Brian
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Battery Responses Fall Into
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• Mobility/Consumer grade (ebikes, 
scooters, hover boards etx)

• Major Metro are seeing this on a 
very high stakes

• Electrical /Hybrid Vehicle 
(Car/Bus/Vehicle)

• Recycling (hauling, storing, moving, 
in waste stream

• ESS (Energy Storage Systems) 
• Storage/Manufacture



Not All Batteries Create Fire
• What is the fire department use of batteries

• New apparatus

• Vehicles

• Extrication Equipment

• Lighting

• Portable Equipment 

• Backup power at our Fire Stations
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EV Response

• Joint meeting with SHS/FLSS

• Discussion on training/SOP

• When to let it burn

• Post incident

10





• Training for First 
Responders

• General understanding

• Burn or not burn

• Extinguishing methods

• Vehicle Extrication 
resources
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Pre Response



• Entrapment

• Compartment vs 
battery pack

• Exposures

• Limited involvement

• Charger shutdown

• Vehicle from roll away
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Let it Burn or Water



Vehicle with Exposures

• Tow out of garage or where stored if 
possible

• Extinguish and use large amounts of water
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Post Incident

• Storage for Police

• Inside or outside

• Fire or just an accident

• Discussion with towing yards

• Recycle?
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Post Incident

• Storage for Police
• Inside or outside
• Fire or just an accident
• Discussion with towing 

yards
• Recycle?



Charging
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CaptionCaption



Vehicle Extrication

• Inner/outer Circle for Safety and patients

• Secure vehicle from movement

• Like blue card, identify this is a hybrid or electrical vehicle with type

–Second in crews find the response guide

• How do we identify this is an electric or hybrid?
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https://www.fleet.ford.com/content/dam/aem_fleet/en_us/fleet/resources/2022_F-150_Lightning_Emergency_Response_Guide_6-3-22.pdf






Fire Service Leadership, Next Steps

• Review procedures with command staff and then take 
to Community Leadership

• Update Response policy and train department staff

• Review battery facilities with inspection/fire marshal 
staff

• Consider CRR Activities for mobility and other devices
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Michael O’Brian

mobrian@brightonareafire.com
810-459-0116
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Q&A
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Upcoming Events
• Symposium in the Sun

– November 10-13, 2022 – Clearwater, FL

• Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)
– March 28-30, 2023 – Reno, NV

• Community Risk Reduction Leadership Conference (CRRL)
– March 23-25, 2023 – Murfreesboro, TN

More info at www.iafc.org24

http://www.iafc.org/


Recording and Survey

You will receive a link to today’s recorded session by 
email, along with a brief survey. Please let us know 
about your experience today. 
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Thank you
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